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Foreword from the Chair
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Hello. My name is Katie Mobbs and I am the joint Chair of the Whizz-Kidz, Kidz Board. 
As a group we have been given the unique opportunity to work with key policy makers to improve disabled young people’s experience of education. 
Personal experience of the system as it stands means that as individuals we all appreciate the value of an education and the life changing effect it has. 
Equally we are aware of some of the barriers that disabled children and young people can face.
 The collective desire to break down these barriers was the inspiration behind the Schools Consultation. Designed to shed light on a number of aspects that together make up the educational experience; (access to transport, physical education and the attitude of others pupils and teachers etc) a bespoke questionnaire was sent out to over 20,000 schools. Young people were encouraged to complete it on an anonymous basis so that we could gain an accurate reflection of the current situation. 

Some elements of the feedback that resulted from this paint an extremely encouraging picture; for instance 84.6% of those surveyed  said that they found the physical access to class rooms to be good. Furthermore, respondent’s satisfaction with the support received from teaching assistants was slightly higher than for teachers.

However one of the most prominent issues that came to light as a result of the consultation was an apparent need for more emphasis on education for teaching staff and pupils alike, to further their understanding of disability thus preventing situations where young people may feel bullied and discriminated against. This is an issue that the Kidz Board feel extremely passionate about.

We fervently believe that a lack of education and awareness is at the root of this issue.  The consultation highlighted that a high proportion of disabled children and young people have experienced bullying at some point in their school career, it is clear that with the right initiatives and support the issue is by no means insurmountable.
Regarding access to transport we found that only 20% of those surveyed use public transport when travelling to and from school. This suggests that access to public transport needs to be improved, as being able to use these services independently is key to a successful educational experience. There were also varying experiences of inclusion in activities such as physical education. 
The consultation has affirmed the fact that there are many areas for improvement and while we seek to acknowledge and in no way undermine the huge steps forward that have been made in recent years, we would urge you to take the time to read on, so that together we may enrich the educational experience for all young people allowing them, whatever their ability or situation, to reach their full potential. 

Thank you 

Katie Mobbs 

Meet the Kidz Board
[image: image2]
[image: image3.jpg]



The Kidz Board attending a meeting in Manchester - From left to right:  Rebecca Farren (North East), Summer Almond (South East), Jamie Green (Yorkshire and the Humber), HarriJenkins (Wales), Kieran Johnstone (Scotland), Katie Mobbs (South West), Ryan Thompson (Midlands) and Milo Pissarro (London).
The Kidz Board is a group of young disabled people aged between 12 and 18 who represent disabled children and young people across the UK.  The Board is focused on addressing decisions facing the charity and raising awareness about issues that affect young disabled people every day. Aside from its quarterly board meetings, the Kidz Board also attend events, give media interviews and campaign to make a real difference to their lives and the lives of other disabled children.

The Kidz Board is recognised within the voluntary sector as an exemplar of genuine beneficiary involvement and good governance.

In the past year alone the Board has been involved in initiatives covering a range of issues: the representation and portrayal of disabled people on children’s TV; provision of wheelchairs by the NHS, and as this document sets out, young disabled people’s experiences of school life. 

And through their fundraising efforts, the Board has helped Whizz-Kidz to raise many thousands of pounds – helping many more disabled children and young people access vital mobility equipment and support. 
Introduction

About the Schools Consultation
This report sets out the results of a survey of young disabled people’s views of school life. The survey questions were agreed by the Kidz Board with Jamie Greene, then Chair of the Kidz Board, working closely with officials at the Department for Children, Schools and Families (now Department of Education) to finalise the design and content of the survey. Further advice and support was provided on a pro bono basis by staff at the global management consultancy firm Accenture. 

The survey asked young disabled people to provide information and views covering a range of issues including: 
· Getting to and from school

· Getting around school
· Teachers and teaching assistants 

· Attitudes of others
· Bullying

· Physical education

· Extra curricular activities

· Work placement

· Skills
The overwhelming majority of young people who took part completed the questionnaire online from late 2009 through to the summer of 2010, with a total of 414 disabled children and young people giving their views. 
About the young people who took part

· 58% were boys 

· 42% were girls

· Respondents aged between 9 and 21
· 18% attended primary school

· 56% attended secondary school

· 15 % indicated that they went to a Special Educational Needs school 

· 49% indicated they had a physical disability

· 15% indicated they had a hearing or sight impairment

· 34% indicated they had a learning difficulty

· 24% indicated they had a medical condition

· 45% indicated they used a wheelchair at school

The Kidz Board would like to thank all the people and friends who volunteered their time and expertise to this project – in particular the Rt Hon Ed Balls MP who supported the survey and ensured that it was sent to over 20,000 schools in England. 

Key findings: In and around school
[image: image4]
Getting to and from school
381 disabled children and young people completed this section with two thirds of them indicating that they did not live within walking/wheeling distance from their school. When asked how they travelled to school, respondents chose fairly evenly between: walking/ wheelchair wheeling, parent/guardian drives me in, the school bus, taxi, or on public transport. Specifically, 20% of respondents use public transport and 16% use the school bus. Only 36% of respondents said that the way they get to school makes them feel ‘very free and grown up’.

23% of young people who use a manual wheelchair at school get to school by walking/wheeling – but for those who say they live within walking/wheeling distance of school it is 69%. 14% of young people who use a powered wheelchair at school get to school by walking/wheeling – but for those who say they live within walking/wheeling distance it is 65%.

Comments from Kidz Board members: 
‘Not many people surveyed said they used public transport, I believe this is due to the appalling access and attitudes of some members of staff on public transport.  Many use the excuse of health & safety. Some don't even stop at the bus stop.’
Nathan, West Midlands
‘When I went to school I used to get taxis to and from school as my school is not within walking distance, this is primarily because my local public transport was and still is inaccessible.’
Ryan, Milton Keynes
Getting around school
Disabled children and young people who took part were asked how easy they found getting around their school. 353 young people completed this section.
13% said classrooms were not very easy to get to and move around in. 
9% said the playground was not very easy to get to and move around in.
12% said the toilets were not very easy to get to and move around in.
18% said the canteen was not very easy to get to and move around in.
13% said the library was not very easy to get to and move around in.
Notably, only 18% of powered wheelchair users and 24% of manual wheelchair users described the classrooms as very easy to get to and move around in compared to 47% of all other respondents.
“Some GCSE’s I could not partake in such as Business Studies and Hairdressing.  I am deeply concerned with psychological well-being because I am unable to partake in these subjects.”
Jimmy, Wales
Teachers and teaching assistants

The survey asked for young people’s views on teachers and teaching assistants. 353 young people gave us their views of teachers:

51% young disabled people felt that some of their teachers help them enough, and 42% said all did.
51% felt their teachers listened to them enough, and 39% said all did.

43% indicated that they felt some of their teachers treat them as they do other children, and 47% said all did. 

Of the 221 young people who answered the same questions about teaching assistants the responses were slightly more positive:

35% felt that some of their teaching assistants help them enough, but 59% said all did.

36% felt that some of their teaching assistants listened to them enough, but 56% said all did.

32% indicated that some of their teaching assistants treated them the same as they did other children, but 57% said all did. 

Attitudes 
This section of the survey asked young people to give their views on how included they felt at school and if they felt they were treated equally and with respect. 340 young people completed this section.
49% felt disabled students are totally included in school life, 44% said they felt included some of the time, with only 8% indicating the felt not included at all. 
37% felt that they were treated equally and with respect by other students all the time, with 48% saying this was the case sometimes, 15% saying only occasionally or never.  

“The consultation has highlighted a number of strengths in the education system particularly the physical accessibility of class rooms although it draws attention to some areas for improvement, namely, the attitudes of other pupils and teachers.”
Katie, South West
Bullying
The Kidz Board is aware that disabled children and young people are often bullied and therefore was keen to see this asked about in the survey.  340 children and young people completed this section with 42% of them saying they had been bullied at school. 20% of those being bullied said they felt bullied all or most of the time while at school. 

55% of those who had been bullied indicated that they thought it was because they are disabled. A higher proportion of both manual and wheelchair users, 69% and 77% respectively, indicated that they thought it was for this reason. 

Of 132 children and young people who responded when asked how they thought the school dealt with the bullying:

33% answered ‘very well’
35% answered ‘ok’
26% answered ‘not very well’
And 6% answered ‘they don’t deal with bullying at all’. 
“I got bullied in primary school and it wasn’t nice. I just felt really horrible and down and I had to see a counsellor.”

Sophie, West Yorkshire
Physical education
321 of the children and young people who took part in the survey gave their views on participation in Physical Education at school. 57% of them said they took part in PE as much as other children, with 33% saying they didn’t (the remaining 9% said they were not sure). Of those who said they didn’t take part in PE as much as other children, 33% felt this was because of their disability. For wheelchair users, it was 54% who felt this way. 

When asked about team games and activities during PE lessons, 46% said they took part in these all the time, and 36% said they took part sometimes. Notably, only 22% of powered wheelchair users and 27% of manual wheelchair users said they took part in team games and activities all the time. 

Of the 176 children who said their school offered a GCSE in PE – only 37% said they could take PE as a GCSE if they wanted to. Of the manual wheelchair users who answered this question, 22% said they could take PE as a GCSE – and 26% of powered wheelchair users felt they could too. 
“I wasn’t able to take part in PE lessons.  I had physiotherapy separate from my peers and the one lesson I did attend had to be adapted so much that I felt more different than ever.”
Rebecca

Extra curricular activities
321 of the children and young people who took part in the survey gave their views on access to extra curricular activities. The overwhelming majority – 79% - answered ‘yes’ when asked if there were any extra curricular activities they could take part in. Music/Drama/Art and Sport were the most common opportunities offered. When asked if they felt they had the same access to these opportunities as other children, 58% answered ‘yes’, 26% answered ‘no’, and 16% answered ‘not sure’. Almost all had been on a school trip – 93%. 

When asked what the school could do to improve school trips for disabled people, 48% indicated ‘nothing, it is just fine’ but 40% wanted better planning to consider their individual needs.

Key findings: Work experience and skills 
[image: image5]
Work Experience and skills 
Of the 96 young people aged 15 to 19 who completed the survey, only 49% said they had been on a school organised work placement.  75% of those who had been on a placement organised through school thought that it was either excellent or good.

When asked if they had ever had a part-time/Saturday job, 88% of the 77
young people in this age group who answered said ‘no’.  

21 year-old Ruth who is studying journalism did her work experience at Whizz-Kidz HQ office and BBC Ouch and found it to be a beneficial experience:

‘I absolutely loved every minute of my work experience at Whizz-Kidz and at the BBC. As a wheelchair user I found barriers to getting work experience and the placements I have been offered didn’t fit into what I’m interested in at all. I feel more confident about my transition into the workplace since taking part’
Kidz Board chair Katie Mobbs worked at Whizz-Kidz HQ and found it to be a very positive experience:
‘My experience in this area has been extremely positive. I have undertaken and continue to undertake work experience with Whizz-Kidz at their Head Office in Victoria and more widely as the joint chairperson of the Kidz Board. This experience has been vastly beneficial and has inspired me to undertake a degree in Law … with a view to specialising in disability equality.’
Information about Whizz-Kidz skills for life programme for young disabled people can be found on www.whizz-kidz.org.uk or for young people who want to take part visit: www.kidz-unlimited.org.uk 
When asked about skills for the future - 44% of young people aged 15 to 19 felt that their school had given them most of the skills they need to become an adult – the remaining 56% felt that their school could do more in this area.
One thing that would make school better… 
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When asked what one thing would make school better for them, the most frequently cited things were: 
Better life skills training for my future - 31%
Better understanding of my disability at school - 23% 
Easier access around school - 19%

Better support in the classroom - 11%

More involvement in sporting activities - 8%

Better transport to and from school - 7%

Other replies

· Members of staff listen to me instead of just brushing me off and sending me away. Dealing with bullies before it gets to me so much I lash out (over 6 months)

· Teachers listening to what you have to say

· Quiet areas

· More involvement in sport and understanding of disability 

· Very happy with school support

· Nothing it is just fine

· Better understanding of my disability and a qualified special needs teacher to help us in the classroom and the equipment needed to be used my teachers don’t understand my needs

· Not being punished for having time off for my hospital appointments. I miss out on all the 100% attendance awards when the only time off I have is to do with my medical and genetic conditions. Not fair! I am there for 100% of the time that I am able to be there

· Given same opportunities as more physically able students

· More independence

· Access around school could be better all the resources are there but the lifts in particular are not reliable and two in particular could do with updating

· Ability to go upstairs with only one carer. Currently need 2 in case there is a fire to get me out. School reluctant to buy and train staff in evacuation chair. My carers come from health, not education

· Hydrotherapy pool

· Freedom of choosing the school that I want to go to

· I am quite happy at this school but at my primary school they could have made the whole of year 6 better by stopping the bullies. It would also have helped if I could have had more support to learn to read before secondary school - this would have let me do lots more things in school. My school now is brilliant and I am very happy there

· I have a hidden disability which was totally ignored by my teachers. I struggled with most activities but never received help.

· My parents are now home-educating me as my school insist on me attending full time and I find that very difficult
“My primary school was particularly good as they included me in everything showing that it is not difficult for someone who is in a wheelchair to partake in everything my peers were doing. With a little imagination you can do everything.”

Nathan, West Midlands
Conclusions and recommendations
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The 2009/10 schools consultation was designed to collect the genuine experiences and views of disabled children and young people on school life. In many respects, the findings show that a lot of school life for disabled children and young people is very positive. But many of the children who took part felt there were areas of school life that could be better, including: greater understanding and account taken of young people’s disabilities; ensuring equal treatment by teachers and peers; help to tackle bullying of disabled children; improved access around school and with transport to and from school; and generally greater support to participate in P.E and other activities. Perhaps most importantly, when asked what one thing would make school better for you, “better understanding of my disability at school” was one of the most common answers. 
The Kidz Board hope that this report and the many responses given by over 400 disabled children and young people themselves, will help to those involved with running schools ensure that school life for disabled children and young people is the best that it can be. The recommendations set out below are some thoughts from the Board about how that might be achieved.  

Recommendations 
· Generally, improve understanding and provision for disabled children and young people’s needs. This affects many aspects of disabled children’s school life including transport to and from school, access around the school, attitudes, bullying, and participation in extra curricular activities and physical education.

· Improve access to public and school transport so that disabled children and young people can travel to school independently of parents and carers and alongside their peers.

· Routine and regular access audits of schools to establish what changes to classrooms, playgrounds and other parts of the school need to be changed or adapted to make it easier for disabled children and young people to get around.
· Urgent action to reduce the amount of bullying disabled children and young people experience at school – this should include educating all children on disability matters to improve understanding and attitudes around disability   

· Help for schools to make it possible for all disabled young people to participate in work placements – this should include working with organisations like Whizz-Kidz who facilitate work placements for disabled young people with a range of employers around the country.      

We hope you found our report interesting!!
The Kidz Board, February 2011
A report on the experiences of disabled children and young people in schools by the Whizz-Kidz 


Kidz Board


February 2011








The survey was designed by the Kidz Board and over 400 disabled children and young people took part.





‘When I went to school I used to get taxis to and from school as my school is not within walking distance, this is primarily because my local public transport was and still is inaccessible.’ Ryan





I absolutely loved every minute of my work experience at Whizz-Kidz and at the BBC. As a wheelchair user I found barriers to getting work experience and the placements I have been offered didn’t fit into what I’m interested in at all. I feel more confident about my transition into the workplace since taking part’


Ruth
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